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elderly men who, like the Westminster
divines, had been ordained and used the
Prayer Book in their earlier days, then for a
number of years had laid it aside, doubtless
with pleasure, and now were bidden to resume
its use. Conscience might allow them to do
so, but self-respect would not. Yet their
choice was difficult* They might choose the
humiliation of adopting a mode of worship,
the inferiority of which they had long been
proclaiming by their doctrine and practice,
and incur the reproach of subordinating
conscience to income. Or they might choose
to sacrifice their position, though, in so doing
they were leaving the service of a Church, which
would still be, in their eyes, a true national
Church, and were abandoning the work
to which, as they believed, they had been
called to devote their lives. We must equally
respect those who decided in either way.
Among those who refused to conform were
some who may be called, without paradox,
higher churchmen than others who preferred
the opposite course. The number who went
out is traditionally stated at 2,000, of whom
a very large proportion were lawfully or-
dained. The truth cannot be stated as yet,
and guesses are profitless. The materials
are in existence for discovering the facts,